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summary of events leading up to the ouster of Laureano Gomez as Colombian 
chief of state was prepared for the editor of a publication dealing with 


Hispanic - American affairs. 
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gime end, more reaently, the perseoution of dissident donservatives 
produced a eriails within the Conservative carty itself which finally 
brought About the end ef an intolerable situation, On June 13 Lieu- 
fenant General Gustavo Rojas Finkilla in a awift and bleedleas move 
deposed Preaident Leureano Géuez, This ended the tyranioal control 
over the country which a very small clique hed maintained, a clicus 
which waa @bout to continue itself in power by imposing one of the 
moat reSotionary gonstitutiona ever drafted in Latin Amerioa, 

Géuea' control of the handpicked Constitutional Asaewbly, which 
was to vote on this conatitution, becane doubtful when ex-rresident 
Mariano Osapine Péreg openly challenged fresident Gémes. Génes, how- 
ever, believed he hed at least a sell majority and the Assexbly wae 
echeduled to meet June 15, A saucus of the pro-Ospina delegates on 
the night of the twelfth showed, however, that they commanded a aajo- 
rity and it was decided that Ospina would be elected to preside iri- 


stead of the Government's candidate, Luie Ignacio Andrade (H.A.m.,VI35). 


Faged with thie situation Gémez the following morning called upon ac- 
ting-frestdent Roberto Urdaneta Arbeldes to demand that the Constitue 
tional Aeaenbly be postponed ene month, de slso devanded the retire- 
went of pro-Capina Chief cf the Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Ro- 

- Jas Pinillea, This was to have been punishvent for tortures inflicted 
on Felipe achavarrfa Oldaaga by lesser acuy officers, This woalthy 

Gonservative hed been detained in the first days of June by the Saou 
rity Severtment of the Ministry of Var, charged with plotting arainat 
the lives of several prominent members of politieal, mllttary and so- 


ai81 Gireies, Acting-rresident Urdaneta refused the firet request 
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‘because all the delegates to the Aasombly wobe i Yaar y in Bozotd and a} 


nother postponement could not be justified, Also, he rejected the se~ 
com desani because he oonaldered 1Ydangerous to denose the Ohief of 
the Armed Porees without due investigation and military prooedure, 

With regard te the | sohavarria ease, the Minister of Ver et thet tine, 
Luelo Pabén iWifiez, in a apeegh wade June 24 as Mintater of Governnent 
of the new regime stated that on June 5 he had heen sunnoned by gdémes 
to his house and been requested to free Ushavarrfa, to which he replied 
he had no authority to intervene in an investigation which was @lpready 
underway; thet on subsequent days he had been acproashed first by "di- 
tor of El Sigls, Snrique Giémez Hurtado, and afterwards by Senator 41- 
yaro Géwes Hurtado, both sons of President démes, to demand the pu- 
nishaent of the army officers who hed tortured Zehavarrfa, He said 

he had told the Gémez sons that such intervention as “Ninister of Var 
would be interpreted aa an official attempt to aton the investigation, 
sinoes it was rumored that persons very close to the Gevernuent were in- 
volved in the tohavarrfa affair; ana thet he had taken this stand with 
the full backing of acting-vresldent Urianeta. 

Gonfronted with Urdaneta's refueal, Géues decided on the apot to 
repseume the Presidency from which he had been technically on leave of 
absence for 19 aonths, Tvmediately he called a dabinet meeting to 
whigh he announced the step he had taken and his deoision to fire the 
Ghief of the Arved Forces at once, ‘when Pabdn Mifez repeatedly re~ 
fused to carry out the order beosuse he feared the reaction of the 
aried forces to such an irrational punishment of their ehlef, Rojas 
Pinille, whom he believed to be immocent, knowing thet the deneral had 
himself ordered an investigation of the csistreataent of Zchavarrfa. 
Géuex reiterated his demand and finelly fired Yabén Hiflez, He ane 
pointed Minister of Sublic Yorks, Jorge Leyva, to take over the 
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duties of Minkater of Yar, the first of woich was to appoint Lieutenant 


Generel Régulo Geitén Chief of the Armed Torees, when Leyva arrived st 
the perractea of the Batalidn/in the outskirts of Bogete to be duly re- 
gogni ned ag the new Minister of Var, he was arrested by the curd 5 

In the meantime an aray plane had. been sent to Melgar, Tolima 
where General. Rojas Piniila. waa vaeationing to brine hin to RBogetd, 
Informed of the agtion taken against his, the General flew bao* eng went 
immediately to tha Satalén Gaidas. ‘There he met with hich ranking offieg 
sere and decided to order all forces in Zogotd to report te their units 
and aosume 4 atate of readiness, and te inform all uilitary unite in the 
eountry thet he had essumed command of the Army, Air Force ani Navy. 
At 5435 pom., while tanka were surrounding Laureanc téneg’ house and the 
Preaidential Yelese, Rojas “inilla notified Gémex that ho hed assured the 
Presidensy of the Republic in the name of the arned. forees, He oroniacd 
G@éuen and his family cll guarantees and gaid that they wore free ta leave | 
the country for the destination of their chosing, Immediately he tele- 
phoned Urdaneta of his decision, At 7310 pyaey acoorparied by © nurrezous 
group of high rantrine offleers he entered. the Presidential Folace where 
he was met by ocrominent oro-Qa pina aryl praehlaete Conservatives, He then 
gelled the dormervative National Directory and Ospina érez to the Palace. 
At the sane time in most of the state capitals Militery 4res Chiefs were 
taking over the governorships, At 10:80 pam, the offlotlel radio station 
announce’ to a surcorised country that a new President was in office, 

taser on that evening Generel Rojes “inille addressed the country 
stating that he overthrew Gdmen because of the *norelly serious” aituae 
tion areated by bis unconstitutional polieies, and ealied for"no nore 
bloodshed, no more violenee in the nawe of a party, no more strife be- 
tween dolomblans". He also promised “elean eleetions”™ ond that he would 
give the nation "genuinely demooratia systems, legislative ruLera and 
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judges which the dolombien people wigh to chose in couplete. liberty", 
The following day General Rojas iasued 4a statezent explaining his ao= 
tions in which it is deleared that he hed first acted vreeldent Urdae 
neta to reassume his office, ‘when Urdaneta refused to do so without 
previous fornel reaignation from Gémeg, only then, the General said, 
hed he resoueé the country from anarohy and checs, 

After prolonged discussion with Conservative leaders, on eli-~- 
Conservative Cabinet composed of ten civilians ant three arny wen was 
mafle publie in epite of the fact that early bulletina over the naetio- 
“al radio had announced that the new President would name some Liberais, 
Aypay officiele were acpolnted to the Ministries of Var, Comauniocations 
and Agrioulture. ‘the civilians tneluded several sen kmown to be mode- 
rates, such recorcnised pre-Gapina mon ag Gvariets counifs (H.AN.,VIs 
4), to Foreign Relations, Antonio “scobar Gamargo, to duatice, Alfredo 
Rivera Valderrane, to Development, “anvel Nosquere darods (H,A.%.,VI} 
5), to Sdueation, Aurelio Cayéedo Ayerbe, to Laber snd Braulio Henao 
Mejia, to Health, ‘The other nen were studiously ohesen frou acong 
those associated in the pablio mind with dé<es' extreuist policles= 
men who in their own right were powerful in thelr home deparimenta: 
Lueio Pabén Witte, to Governvent, Pedro Nel Rueda Uribe, to “ines end 
Fetroleus, and SentLago Trujtllo Gémez, to cublic ‘orks, Phe only one 
who did not accept wae Antonio Alvarez Restrepo, able and non-politi-~ 
aul Minister of Pinence for the lest three years, who felt it was a» 
geinst his orineciples to change loyalties becsuse of political expe- 
G@iensy. A Cabinet so constituted and the auppert given to the new re- 
gine by Canina, Urdsneta and cther high ranking Conservatives gave the 
goup the unusual appearance of a repudiation of Géuez by hie own sarty. 
The coup was certainly not the usual rising of one party against anothe 


einee the LAberala in no way vartielpated in it, 
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The new government of Rojas Pinilla was enthmalestioally and aywpathe< 


tieally by almost all of the country, notwithstanding that it was the 
first time in almost a lugidred years that the arwy had struck. ‘this 
nowwpolitioal tradition of the army had been cherished by 6&1] Coloablans 
and the two main parties had rallied to this tradition after the Bogota- 
ao of 1948 in order to orevent the forwation of @ military Junta, the so- 
lution provosed by Gémeg at that time. The complacency of the people in 
the fae of the coup may he explained by the fact that they didnot feel 
that the iniquity, tyrany and oruelty of the regime which had brought 
the country aluost to the verge of chaos aonstituted a legal government, 
Purthervore, they felt that the arny's sgtion atopped the estabLishaent 
of @ personal dlotatorship which Géwea' alique hoped to effeot through 
sonatitutional “reform” giving unlinited and unrestrained pover over 4 
Fagist-like corporate atate. This fast alone would heve gained the syz- 
pathy of the opposition for the coup. But the first address sade to the 
scuntry by General Rojas Pinilla with ita encouraging provises was an ade 
del faetor, It regelved the endorsesent cf the Liberal leaders and gave 
hope to the nation as & whole of recoverlng sincere and complete peace 
and the reestablishvent of republican inatitutiona, 

The new Preeldnet installed the Constitutional / \egoaubly on June 45 
ae scheduled, Aloost uneninously » Ospins was sleeted to preside over 
it, thus reeonerging as the civilien head of the Conservative Party, The 
Aggenbly formaliged the atatue of Rojas rinilla by declaring the offies 
of the Preeident vaaant sinoe June 13 and sleating him to aomplete Gémex' 
tera which expires Auguet 7 of next year, Before receasing for e. period 
of sixty deys to formulate a new project of amendments to the Gonstitu- 
tion, the Assexbly decreed that in the event that the Government felt ao" 
ditions were not vroper to conduct oresidential eleations next year, the 
Agsembly should be convoked to cleat the sresident for the next tern, 
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tained when they charged that Gémes intended to ase such a vrodeduré &= 
gpinet Cepina to clroumver§ popular auffrage, . | 

The endorsement of Rojas Piniliea by the dhureh wan tiade sublic 
when Crigsanto Cardinal Luque, Airchbishop “rinate of Colombia, ordered 
that the General's authority berecognized as the Legal ruler. This 
stand was tacen only when a committee of Lawyers enlied together by the 
Cardinal, after orolonged discussion, decided thet the endorseyent ef 
the General by the Constitutional Assesbly wan suffialent to clear the 
Gonstitutional issue, the/eepent recogni tion given the new regine by 
Wany foreign governnents, Song then the United States, t indicated that 
the change was well received internationally. | | 

Em=Pregident Gémez secompanied by his wite and hie two sona, Alva 
ro and Snrique who had elec bean detained, Left the sountry on June BS 
for New York where they rancined at the ond of the month, Only 4 hanie 
ful of nonepolitigal, femtiy friends were at the aipoort to see hin off, 
althoug sh his departure had been previoualy ennowhocd. | 

The populartty ef the new government wes evideneet by many public 
denonstrations thoaluding those by students and by women's organizations 
in Bogotd, ‘These have followed certain conerete and hopeful actions 
of the regime to uaterialize the yroniees made by the Preaident, dom 
plete aunesty Bas been granted to the euerr ll LAB » who have already he~ 
gun to give theuselves up to military counandors in Antioquia, Tolima 
ari Santander, “easures have been taken to return political refugees 
to their farua beginning with those from Yaooof, La Palma and the Lla- 
nos, Netional and local nclice have been integrated and olaced under 
the control of the armed forees, Their nev uilitery eotmanders have 
issued ani enforaed strict regulations concerning their discipline 
and the fulfdillsent of their duties without political bisa, The Nae 


tional ~refect of Security, ‘écez appointed Enrique Vergas Orjucla, 
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along with many of the Beret polige oharged with orimes and political 
persecution, were tappheord the save doy of the soup snd investiga- 
tloma were Ismediately initiated into their past sotivities. Also, 
there hae been some esoing of the censorship of the presa. For ine 
stanoe, the conplete sileneed enforeed eoncerning 


the investigation of 
the agsagginstion in 1951 of the Chief of the/s tare Genel Alonga 
Jarazillo Sanches, hes been lifted, As a result charges of extreze 
gravity against Enrique Vargas Orjuela and the secret police have 
gauged the reovening of the Investigation of a erime which because of 
its oircunstences, the importance of the victin and its grave inplica~ 
tioms hed asueed sugh apars national concern until oensorship had sup- 
pregsed all discussion of it, 

Rojas Pinklia's populerity hos further increased with his repeae 
ted insistenge that the aruy moveuent ocean not be capitalized om by one 
faction, but only by the mation se a whole, In this way the President 
haa denied atatenents by Conservative politicleons atteapting to oonvey 
the idea that there hae been no change in the Conservative regize, only 
&@ whitt in personalities, dome Conservative news p:. pers have uads frane 
tio pleas for perty unity to salvage the continuity of the Conservative 
regize ami heve attespted fo revive fear of Liberal aacendancy, The 
faot thet these partisan views have not gained groumi has increased 
hopes that this ile not just another military junta, but that the arny 
will live up to the responsibility it assumed of regaining justice and 
freedon for all and restoring the country to Eke deuceretic tradition. 
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the Liberal newspaper 3] TMezpo on Jume 14 renehed its thirty- 
fifth year of publication. On the oooagion of lts fifteen thousandth 
edition, its owner, Mduardo Santos, and the Saitor, Roberto darcfa 
Peta, received copious plebiseites of praise for its outstnading de= 
fense of freedom and justice and the demceratic ideals. 

On dune 27 Dr, Milton Tisernhower arrived at Bogot& on hia good« 
will tour through Jouth Amertoa, Ne waa heartily received, His first 
wordea werd of oraise for the Colombian unite fighting in Korea. gh 
Siglo urged Dr, Zisenhower to keep Crotestant pastors out of Golombia, 
He was also given a letter signed by 300 Roman dathol ios oritiociaing 
weet they termed anti-Colowbian cropaganda in sone tnited States reli- 
@ious organs, 

The new governzent announded its intention of following the same 
esonomie polieies ef encouraging forelen investuent fo sconomie dove~ 
lopment, wontioning svecifieally the petroleum industry. Zogpento #ta- 
bility and a balended budget were two other goala mont ioned , se 

The United States-Colomblan consuerdial treaty was wh thartaien fron 
consideration by the United States Senate, by the \dvintatration, 
after previous aonent tathos with Colombia, pending the oats of the 


@anstitutional reform, 
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